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Iron Indian Riders Australia 
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Monthly Meetings 

Victoria Last Tuesday of the month (except December) @ 7:30 pm 
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The Front Cover 

King Charles III on the king of motorcycles, a 1927 Indian Scout.   Long live the King(s). 

Each edition of Smoke Signals will hopefully feature a photo of, or relating to, an Indian motorcycle or a detailed 

image of part thereof.     If you have a photo you would like to see on a future front cover, please email it to the 

editor of Smoke Signals along with a sentence or two telling its story. 
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A Message From Your President 

As your President, I appreciate the efforts by the executive and non-executive committee members, and 

input by members who make the role of being President a lot less stressful,    It was great to see two 

previous club members return to the Tribe, and having our first meeting at our new venue, The Cross 

Keys Hotel in Essendon which is more club friendly than, the previous venue, this new venue has a 

great atmosphere with well-priced, good quality meals. 

 

So, if you're a member that hasn't attended a meeting for a while, check out our new meeting venue, 

we are now a club, that is working on returning to the old values of mateship, where the common bond 

is Indian motorcycles of all models from 1901 to the present line - up and future models. 

 

Regards Donald McDonald 

                                           ================= 

 

Secretary’s Notes 

 
This month we have the AGM coming up at our new venue the Cross Keys Hotel in Essendon, the last 

meeting was fairly well attended and everybody agreed it is a vast improvement on our last place we 

have been meeting at since 2016. Please attend the next meeting as you can meet your new 

committee. 

 

Now your new committee in waiting has acted on quite a number of things that have been in the 

pipeline now for a couple of years, one is the e magazine newsletter which you can see is happening, 

another item is new regalia incorporating our new logo a now registered design you will notice new 

beanies and caps available and these are for sale at the meeting or mail order, stickers are being 

ordered as well.  

 

Everyone has asked about a new 18 month wall calendar and this is being organised now but we need 

a clear picture with a nice background, either side of your Indian will do and with no helmets or people 

to distract away from the subject of course in focus and no other non Indians in the background, the 

sooner we have suitable photos of 16 bikes the sooner I can get it printed. 

 

We have a new membership secretary Andrew Ellis and he is doing a great job please introduce 

yourself to him whenever possible so he can put a face to a name. 

 

The new editor Martyn Goodwin is an associate member who knows little about Indians and has 

managed to put this fantastic edition together, now so you don’t get him frustrated at receiving no 

articles to publish as he may start writing about Honda’s or Vincent Comets!  So how about putting 

something down about your bike or even your mates Indian, or about how and why you even bought 

one, it may seem boring to you but it’s not and you will get to see your name in print! 

 

We still need a Rally coordinator and even an Associate member can hold this non executive post so 

give it some thought and volunteer please. 

 

Years of wringing of hands and weeping have got your new committee organising and deciding to 

review all our existing 4 seasonal rallies, the first one affected is the Crazy Horse Rally at Corryong 

mainly this is our premium event and when it was shifted in 2016 everyone that went at that time 

wanted it to return, well folks it’s back with a bang so show your support and book now the entry form is 

in this e-mag, room rate are good and your association is throwing a free BBQ Friday night. 

 

Regards,  Phil Pilgrim 

 



 

 

Letters To The Editor 

 

Feel free to write to the editor about anything you like 

– brickbats, bouquets or whatever.   It would of 

course be helpful if your letters related in some way 

to the club, Indian’s or Smoke Signals. 

In this edition there is, unusually, a letter FROM me, 

the editor as this is my first edition and I am very 

much learning the ropes.  And things can only 

improve with your constructive suggestions. 

 

 

 

Hello Smoke Signal readers and welcome to the first edition I have edited.    Each season Smoke Signals will 

have a content of material along the following general lines – provided YOU send some to me!: 

1. Club Contacts 

2. The Front Cover  (credit for member  submitted photo used on front cover and  maybe a bit of a story about it?) 

3. Message from your President 

4. Letters to the Editor 

5. Ride Reports  

6. Events this quarter 

7. News items  

8. Book Reviews 

9. More for your diary (future events) 

10. Equipment Reviews  

11. From the Workshop (members hints, tips etc about maintaining their bikes) 

12. Bit of history (reprints of old magazine articles etc) 

13. Event Entry Forms for rallies, rides etc to be completed 

14. The Trading Post 

15. The Last Page – Photo or Image selected by the editor, changes with each edition 

Smoke Signals will only ever be as good as the material submitted from you the readers – if you 

don’t send me anything, don’t expect to see anything of substance in your newsletter – the ball is 

at your feet.   It is YOUR newsletter. 

Your editors contact details for ALL things about Smoke Signals are: 

Email:  iirozeditor@gmail.com            Phone: 0419 499 901 

Till next season,   Martyn Goodwin, your new chum Editor of Smoke Signals 

mailto:iirozeditor@gmail.com


Ride Report 

RAIN IN THE FACE RALLY , 2021     By: Phillip White,  Australia 

The 2021 Mid-July “Rain In the Face” Rally has come and gone and it went very well. It almost goes without 

saying that a rally held in the dead of winter is never going to draw a large number of attendees. Only a dozen 

club members participated but what we lacked in numbers we made up for in Quality. For the next three days we 

had perfect blue skies and, as little we knew then, this was to be the last week end where we would be allowed 

out to play. Carpe Diem! 

We based out of a large red brick motel near the Main Street of Echuca. This is a port city on the Murray with a 

long history.   Therefore, it is touristy and ergo it boasts a goodly number of pubs, bars and restaurants.   The 

Motel was well located but looked a lot like that brick jail in metropolitan Melbourne they built a few years back. 

To reinforce that similarity, there were lots of Police staying there.   They were there as part of the border 

protection against the Dreaded Covid Bug. 

Most of the attendees drove up on the Wednesday and a noticeable number of them brought more than one 

bike. To arrive early is becoming a fairly common practise, most attendees have control of their time and 

departing on the Sunday leaves time for family. 

On the Thursday it was the coldest day of the Rally with temps down around 2 degrees C.  A few of us had the 

rather excellent heated jackets and gloves from “Venture”. All I wore on my torso was a t-shirt, the Venture jacket 

and a light leather jacket and it was fine. Such a step up from the layers of stuff we all had to wear in times past. 

We were on the road at the crack of ten thirty and headed for Bridgewater and its famous Bakery. In 2020 the 

general public voted this establishment as having the best pies and vanilla slices in all of Victoria. We then 

meandered up the street to a shop that specialises in Classic Nortons - but they were shut. Back on the bikes we 

went a couple of km’s up the road to a winery where most folk bought a bottle or three of rather good value wine. 

The return ride was pleasant and apparently uneventful….. wrong, wrong, wrong. 

To comprehend what follows it is helpful to understand the layout of the motel. As mentioned, it is a large two-

story complex built in the form of a hollow rectangle.  Access is via a fairly long entrance passage way that opens 

on to the central courtyard. On the right is a concrete apron that would hold around twenty or more cars. After 

that there is sheltered parking under the building which is bounded by a brick wall at the side boundary, stairs to 

the right and on the left a 6-metre glass partition with sliders that forms part of the fencing for the swimming 

pool. I arrived slightly ahead of the main group so I had a grandstand view of what transpired next. 

There was a milling mass of bikes either on the concrete apron or trying to get up the narrow driveway. Noel was 

bringing up the rear on his trusty 47 and tried to avoid the miniature traffic jam by jumping the gutter. Now the 

foot clutch on a Chief is a sturdy and trouble-free piece of equipment but…. they can bite you.   When the bike hit 

the gutter, Noel put a foot out for balance whereupon the clutch smartly dropped in to full engagement. The 

resultant lurch and further loss of control caused him to wind open the left-hand throttle. Indians are torquey old 

brutes and the bike took off like a scalded cat. All Noel could do was hang on and try and avoid the milling mass 

of bikes, riders, parked cars and brick columns and he did a great job. He had the horn blaring and in flat track 

style, managed to wrench the bike to the left - away from a nasty head on into the looming brick wall. This put 

him on course towards the glass fence. Ever seen “Stargate” where there is a flash of silver as people go through 

the portal?  

I got a rear view of an Indian and rider momentarily silhouetted by 6 metres of spectacularly exploding glass. The 

front wheel wedged into a buttress with enough force to snap the bottom fork link spindle like a crisp carrot, the 

front end collapsed and the bike finally stalled. That’s What I Call An Entrance!   Noel was a little shaken and 

bruised but otherwise O.K. Definitely Beer O’clock after that!    Dinner that evening was at the Star Hotel and 

perfectly adequate for a pub. 

The first stop on Friday’s run was the town of Colbinabbin. There is not much there but like many towns in this 

region the city fathers have opted to paint large murals on a group of silos. I suppose that if people have a 

reason to stop in the town, then they have a reason to spend money in the town. The arvo run took us to 

Kyabram where we had a brief stop and regroup. Club Member Garry was mounted on his very clean 1976 

Triumph Trident. Gary has owned this bike for many trouble-free years but in the recent past the bike has been 



plagued with engine and electrical problems. This time the bike was quietly parked when suddenly vast 

quantities of thick blue smoke erupted from the headlight.  Much frantic fuse pulling saved the day. The culprit 

turned out to be a shorted-out blinker wire so the machine was still rideable. On to Rushworth for our lunch stop 

and more Silo Art. 

After return to base camp, we dined that night at a hotel that shall remain nameless - appalling would be too 

kind an epithet to describe the food. I had a rack of lamb with ribs so huge that they looked like a prop from 

“Jurassic Park”! I am sure this particular lamb died of old age. Other folk reported inedible curries and such like. 

[I have been advised that the steak was acceptable] Later in the evening a number of us felt the need to party on 

to recover our equilibrium. 

Saturday’s run was supposed to start early for an extended run to Kerang where a pub had been booked for 

lunch. I was not planning to join this particular run as my Vincent was out of action with ignition problems and my 

Enfield had nipped up briefly the day before.  So I thought I would just nurse the bike to Kerang and back with 

John F riding shot gun in case the bike crapped out and needed recovery.   John and I set out for a leisurely 

breakfast at the rather excellent café right next to the motel.   I kept expecting to hear departing bikes but no.   

When we meandered back to the hotel the group was still ’faffing’ about! Here are just a few of the reasons for 

this tardy departure: 

1. Garry had left his choke on the day before and a plug change was necessary. 

2. John’s bike suffered a sunken float. 

3. Phil Pilgrim could not find the keys to his Vindian. [after a lot of frantic searching of the premises by the 

group, they were found in the pocket of his previous days riding jacket!] 

 

Although the Enfield had zero compression on one cylinder, I thought I would chance it.  The bike started and ran 

ok but very smokey.  We made it to Kerang by the direct route and found the lads and laddette in the pub. I 

didn’t eat there but reports were good. The proprietors were very solicitous. I guess things are just so tough on 

the tourist scene that they wanted to be sure we were happy. Apparently, the main group basically crisscrossed 

the Gun Barrel Highway back to town. My bike was over heating so I set off on my own but my 200-year-old GPS 

steered me wrong. I ended up doing many extra km. I got within 9 km of town when the bike expired. A call to 

John saw him drive out in my Ute for a rescue. That night we hit the Royal Hotel. This is also a Gin Distillery with 

yummy finger food. A welcome break from pub grub. 

 

There was mooted to be a Sunday morning run but it did not transpire. No matter, a very good time was had by 

all.  This entire event was planned and organised by Iron Indian Rider’s President Piercy and Wonder Woman 

A.K.A. Sandy so a very special thanks to them for their efforts.  

 

 If you missed this Rally, try hard to make the next one.     It is said you only regret the things you do not do. 

 

Attendees: 

Alistair 2015 Chief;  Sandy 47 Chief;  Phillip 47 Vincent and 37 Royal Enfield;  Dave 2015 Chief;  

John F 54 BSA Gold Star;  Noel “Cannonball”  47 Chief and 57 BSA B33;  Gary “FireBall” 76 

Triumph Trident;  George F 44 Chief;  John M 47 Chief;  Phil Pilgrim 47 Vindian Replica;  Heath 

Pilgrim 68 Trumph Bonneville;  and  John S 47 Chief 

 

 

 

 

 



Book Review 

The Iron Redskin By Harry Sucher.  

Published 1977 

The story of that most loved of American motorcycles, the Indian.  

The Iron Redskin brings back the memories of those first machines 

and follows their evolution. Captures the verve, style, artistic 

functions of design and handling abilities of the Indian.  

A year to year description tells of the good and bad times the Indian 

factory at Springfield, Massachusetts.   A superbly produced 

hardcover book measuring, 7 1/4"x 10", 335 pgs. 

Reviewed copy from the library of the Classic Motorcycle Club of 

Victoria.  Second hand copies may (not will) be found from one of 

these sources 

Amazon.fr 

Amazon.de 

Amazon.com 

Amazon.co.uk 

Amazon.ca 

 

IIRA Events This Season (Sept – Nov) 

When What Where 
Sept 27, 2022 General Meeting & AGM Cross Keys Hotel 

Sept 30 - Oct 2 Crazy Horse Rally See Entry Form 

Oct 25 General Meeting see web page 

Nov 6 Club Day Ride see web page 

Nov 29 General Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

Nov TBA Tepee Rally TBA 

Nov TBA IIRA Christmas Party TBA 
 

Your Webmasters ravings               CLICK HERE to visit our web site 

It’s the most exciting time in the last 11 years since the association started, after a few false starts we 

are getting a new website. A small history lesson at this point, the IIRA website was originally set up by 

me for the IMCA (Indian Motorcycle Club of Australia) in 2009-10 but they said it wasn’t worth the 

bother!      Seriously!     Eventually the IIRA was formed and the website with a few minor changes was 

up and going about a month after we started, this was done with the help of Jeremy Furness and 

Richard Monty who is doing our new website now, the generosity of both of these gentleman cost us 

absolutely zero  - thanks’ to both of you.  

 

Now Richard is setting up a new website again as our 11-year-old site is the equivalent age of a 

PowerPlus Indian in computer years, you will notice this in the club calendar area if you don’t view it on 

a Mac or PC it won’t show you much at all.   These days people wish to access it on phones or tablets, 

this is very close now so keep visiting the site.    By the way we are heading toward 3 million hits so 

50% of these are overseas but at least 1.5 million are Aussie, well worth the exposure we have had 

making people aware of our existence.                                          

Regards,  Phil Pilgrim 

http://www.amazon.fr/gp/search?keywords=9780854291816+Harry+V.+Sucher+The+iron+redskin&tag=collectorzapp0a-21&index=books
http://www.amazon.de/gp/search?keywords=9780854291816+Harry+V.+Sucher+The+iron+redskin&tag=collectorzapp05-21&index=books
http://www.amazon.com/gp/search?keywords=9780854291816+Harry+V.+Sucher+The+iron+redskin&tag=collectorzapp-20&index=books
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/search?keywords=9780854291816+Harry+V.+Sucher+The+iron+redskin&tag=collectorzapp-21&index=books
http://www.amazon.ca/gp/search?keywords=9780854291816+Harry+V.+Sucher+The+iron+redskin&tag=collectorzapp0f-20&index=books
http://ironindian.com.au/


 
 

 

IIRA Club Permit Reminder – important information for all members 

• The VicRoads Club Permit Scheme allows IIRA members to operate classic motor cycles (25 years or older) 

for a limited time without the requirement of full registration.  

• IIRA ONLY supports CPS for Motor Cycles, no cars or any other crap. 

• For new CPS applications for bikes manufactured after 1949 you will require a current Victorian Road 

Worthy Certificate [RWC] for the bike.  For bikes manufactured on or BEFORE 1949 you may choose to 

have either a IIRA Machine Examiners Certificate or a Roadworthy certificate.   

• VicRoads do NOT require you to present your vehicle. The Club Permit Application forms and 

supporting documents is all that is required to process your application. 

• Contact the IIRA Machine Examiner for more detailed information. 

 

Do you already have a bike on CPS thru IIRA? 

• VicRoads requires your club to maintain a database of photographs of ALL bikes on 

CPS thru IIRA.  This is a legal requirement – no options.    So if you have a bike on 

CPS please NOW take the following SEVEN digital photos of each of your CPS 

bikes.  (1500x1000 pixels is ideal) 
 

1. Front,  

2. Back,  

3. Left hand side,  

4. Right hand side, 

5. Frame Number,   

6. Engine Number, and 

7. View of handlebars, controls and 

speedo taken from the riders 

position 

Once you have your digital photos, EMAIL them to Richard Onyon  , our Machine 

Examiner.  

• CPS is a Permit, not registration, however your Permit covers you with Victorian TAC insurance. 

• You are NOT required to be a resident of Victoria. 

• Your CPS motor cycle MUST be garaged within Victoria for AT LEAST 9 months of each year – NO 

EXCEPTIONS! 

• It is your responsibility to become familiar and comply with ALL of the conditions of the VicRoads 

Club Permit Scheme.  Full details are on the VicRoads Web Site  CLICK HERE .  

 

mailto:custombuild@bigpond.com
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-permit-scheme


Future IIRA Seasons’ Events – update your diary now 

When What Where 
Summer 22/23 (Dec-Feb)   

            Jan 1st Club Day Ride See web site 

           Jan TBA Midnight Express Ride TBA 

           Jan 31 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

           Feb 5 Club Day Ride See web site 

           Feb 28 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

Autumn 23 (Mar- May)   

           Mar 5 Club Day Ride See web site 

         March TBA The Sitting Bull Rally TBA 

         Mar 28 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

         Apr 2 Club day Ride See web site 

         Apr 25 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

         May 7 Club Day Ride See web site 

          May 30 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

Winter 23 (Jun-Aug)   

         Jun 4 Club Day Ride See web site 

         Jun 27 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

          July  TBA Chief Rain in the Face Rally TBA 

          Jul 2 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

         Aug 6 Club Day Ride See web site 

         Aug 29 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

Spring 23 (Sep-Nov)   

         Sep  TBA Crazy Horse Rally TBA 

         Sept 26 Annual General Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

         Oct 1 Club Day Ride See web site 

         Oct 31 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

        Nov 5 Day Ride See web site 

         Nov 28 General Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

         Dec 5 Day Ride See web site 

 

 

 



Maintain Yourself First, and only then your toys  
 
September is Prostate Awareness Month in Australia.        This is a rare message from the editor 

 
Just like our cherished bikes, our own bodies need regular check-up’s and the occasional 
maintenance to keep them travelling along life’s ever evolving road.  
 
Now 77 years old, for many years as part of my regular annual health checkup I have been 
having my PSA (Prostate Specific Antigen) checked – just a quick, painless and simple blood test 
arranged by my local doctor (GP). Around 6 years back there was a slight, but noticeable 
increase in my PSA level so a biopsy was performed. That was done as a day procedure under a 
light general anesthetic and the good news at the time was that nothing untoward was found.  
At my last test, just 26 months back my PSA level had jumped up from less than 5 to just over 
10. Another biopsy was performed in October 2020 and evidence of Prostate Cancer was found. 
BUGGER!  
 
December 11,2020, I had a robotic radical prostatectomy CLICK to learn more with the 
subsequent pathology of the removed tissue revealing that I did have a grade 2 cancer but it was 
totally contained, with no escape outside of the prostate. While the cancer is contained in the 
prostate the recovery rate is close to 100%.  But if the cancer escapes and gets outside the 
prostate that’s when the shit hits the preverbal fan and the chance of recovery and ongoing life 
expectancy is dramatically reduced – just a further 5 years would be considered good!.  
 
A little-known fact is that world-wide more folk, irrespective of their gender, die from the effects 
of Prostate Cancer than those who die from the effects of Breast Cancer.  Approximately 3,500 
Australian men and about 35,000 USA men die of prostate cancer each year.  Prostate cancer is 
the second leading cause of cancer death in American men, behind only lung cancer.  Prostate 
cancer is the number one killer cancer in Australia – well ahead of Breast cancer.   About 1 man 
in 40 will die of prostate cancer.    Don’t you be one of them!  
 
Also not widely appreciated, is that while the majority of Prostate Cancers are diagnosed in 
males over the age of 60, it can present in much younger men as well.  Untreated, you WILL 
eventually die.  
 
Young prostate cancer patient discusses robotic prostatectomy  
Another persons experience  
 
With regular PSA testing and early diagnosis and treatment, the recovery rate for Prostate 
Cancer is over 98% while the cancer remains contained within the prostate. BUT if you muck 
about, don’t have regular checkups, even though you may feel fine, if you fail to have a regular 
PSA check, if when you are eventually diagnosed, and the Cancer has spread beyond the 
prostate, the recovery rate plummets.   Yes, I am repeating myself – but I figure it’s worth doing 
so.   
 
Not me did you say? Prostate cancer is an age-dependent disease, which means the chance of 
developing it increases with age. The risk of getting prostate cancer starts to increase from 
around the age of 40, by the age of 75 it is 1 in 7 men. By the age of 85, this increases to 1 in 6 

men.  
 
If you have a first-degree male relative with prostate cancer, you have an even higher chance of 
developing it than men with no such history.   The risk increases again if more than one male 
relative has prostate cancer.  Risks are also higher for men whose male relatives were diagnosed 
when young. Are you really prepared to make that gamble with the rest of your life?  
CLICK HERE to learn more about prostate cancer.  
 

Got the message? Have your annual PSA test so we can all enjoy motorcycling together into the future. Life is too 

short to muck about.                                                                

https://www.melbourneurology.net.au/robotic-surgery/robotic-prostatectomy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wca4ADthHIU&feature=emb_rel_end
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL7KJcCSs1Q
https://www.prostate.org.au/awareness/general-information/what-you-need-to-know-about-prostate-cancer/#jb


Forma Motorcycle boots 
 

No Clive they aren’t new tyres they are boots for your feet, 

so I used to wear flying boots from Army disposal stores at 

$5 a set they were cheap and smelly held water like 44 

gallon drum, reasonably warm though and not long lasting 

unless you flew a Lancaster bomber or a Spitfire!  

 

A short time later I had Tony at Medal handmade boots in 

Fitzroy make me a set unfortunately they were always tight 

but well made and the cops wore them as well so they were 

durable, I particularly liked they were knee high and your 

calves were protected, they had leather soles and could be 

slippery.  

 

I went to UK in 1979 and every body raved about Derriboots 

they were warm, synthetic one piece and waterproof they 

smelled and were very comfortable to wear at £9 a set cheap as well I rode around Europe in them and when I 

came home left them in UK as I realised in summer in Aussie they would be undesirable to say the least. 

 

About 8 years ago Andy Strapz came to the Classic Club and did a guest speaking review on his products, he had 

Forma Voyager boots made in Romania and although they are short mid calf ( I didn’t like this immediately) one 

piece boots and a bit over $200 they are light, comfortable, not smelly and easy to get on and off I’ve worn out 2 

pair!  

 

I recently bought another set I know your editor is on his third pair and we both agree they are comfortable, 

durable, waterproof and great value for money boots. 

 

To visit the Forma website  CLICK HERE 

Contributed by Phil Pilgrim (also endorsed by your editor) 

 

  

https://www.formaboots.com.au/
https://www.formaboots.com.au/


Spannering – Tales from the workshop 

Adjusting the Shocks on Your Modern Day Scout 

Periodically measure the rear shock preload on your Indian Motorcycle Scout, Scout Sixty, Scout Bobber, Scout 

Bobber Twenty or Scout Bobber Sixty model. For the most comfortable ride and proper ground clearance, you'll 

need to adjust the preload if your ride height is out of specification. You'll need an assistant to help you with this 

procedure, which is detailed in your Owner's Manual. 

Inspection 

1. Verify that your tire pressure is at specification. The tire pressure should be 36 psi 

(248 kPa) on the front tire and 40 psi (276 kPa) on the rear tire.  

2. Load the motorcycle with all intended cargo. Wearing your riding gear, bring the 

motorcycle to the upright position and sit on the operator's seat. If you plan to 

carry a passenger, have the passenger — with riding gear — sit on the passenger 

seat. Do not carry a passenger unless the motorcycle is equipped with a 

passenger seat and passenger footrests. 

3. Measure the shock preload from the upper mount bolt center to the lower mount bolt center, eye-to-eye (1). 

Perform this measurement on both shocks.  

4. The ride height for a Scout or Scout Sixty should be 282 mm (11.10 inches). For a Scout Bobber, it should be 

275 mm. If the measurement differs, adjust the preload. 

Adjustment 

Special tools are required to perform the rear shock preload adjustment on your Scout. To adjust the rear shock 

preload, you'll need a shock spanner wrench or shock adjustment tool. See your Indian Motorcycle Dealer with 

questions. To find a dealer near you, use the Dealer Locator. 

 

Warning: Uneven adjustment may cause poor handling of the motorcycle, which could result in an accident. 

Always adjust both the left and right shock preload equally or have your dealer perform the adjustments. 

1. Verify that your tire pressure is at specification. 

2. Rest the motorcycle on the sidestand. 

3. Ensure the threads are clear of all dirt and debris before loosening 

the lock nut (1). Loosen the lock nut by turning it counterclockwise 

(as viewed from the top of the shock) with a spanner wrench or shock 

adjustment tool. The upper spanner nut on the shock is the lock nut. 

The lower spanner nut is the adjuster nut (2). Warning: Ensure the 

threads on the shock body are clean and clear of debris before 

adjusting the spanner nuts. Before attempting to adjust downward, 

spin the spanner nuts one full revolution upward and then adjust in 

the downward position. 

4. Spray a light lubricant on the adjuster nut where it contacts the spring. DO NOT allow the spray to contact the 

drive belt. 

5. Adjust the shock preload by rotating the adjuster nut clockwise, as viewed from the top of the shock, to 

increase preload (3) (firm) or counterclockwise to decrease preload (4) (softer). 

6. Recheck the preload measurement after adjusting. 

7. Tighten the lock nut securely against the adjuster nut. 

 

https://www.indianmotorcycle.com/en-us/owners-manuals/
https://www.indianmotorcycle.com/en-us/dealer-locator/


In The Rear View Mirror – an item from the past .. 

 
This item was provided by Phil Pilgrim.  If you have something like this from the past, send it to the editor so we 

can all share it. 



 



 



 



 



 

 



Event Forms:   Complete and submit them now, before it’s too late! 

 



If you have anything that you want to buy, swap or sell you can now do so, free of cost, in the Trading Post 

page(s) of Smoke Signals.  All you need do is send a email to the editor with the text of your advertisment along 

with any photo(s).  There will be no editorial or corrections – what you send is what will be published.  Your club 

cannot accept any responsibility for anything to do with the items advertised – that’s a buyer/seller matter.   

For Sale 

Club stalwart and founder Phil Pilgrim has the following 1947-51 Chief parts for sale: 

Battery carrier new Starklite $100;   New 23t countershaft sprocket $65.00;   New cluster gear $200;    

New slider gear $180;   Kibble white Black diamond valves $70 ea;   K/starter spring $20;   Rotor button $15;   

Distributor cap $30;   Points $18;   J slot air filter $145;   Speedo cable rear wheel drive $50;   S/hand original 

Linkhart Venturi cover 1936/ $150;   Kelsey Hayes s/hand 16” rims $150 ea;   Chummie seat with bracket 

$300.        Interested?  Get in quick – email Phil  unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com  

============================== 

For Sale 

Phil also has (he must be doing a tidy up!) the following Gilroy parts for a 2002 Chief for sale.  

Individual item prices are listed but if you want the lot, and get in early, he will accept just $1,500 for the whole 

lot as a single sale.  Again, contact Phil at unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com. 

94-996 front harness $80;  99-0997 rear harness $140;  01-213 manifold rubber seals $25 pr;  01-319 1 pr 

exhaust composite rings $15;  3 x 24-334 x hub seals $7-00 ea;  2 x 01-250 Counter shaft sprocket seal $10ea;  

41-240 2 x rear m/c boots $8.00;  14 x 96-260 front guard wire zip ties $3.00 ea;  00-101 Oil pressure switch 

$15.00;  20 x 95-165 and 95-164 Special handlebar switch terminals $6.00;  2x 01-250 Counter shaft seals 

$6-00 ea;  S/hand throttle cables $50;  S/hand pannier eyebrows $80 pr;  41-0210 Clutch lever complete $50;  

Handle bar and foot pedal rubber rings $30;  2 x 68-10 front indicators $60 pr;  29-960 Oil temp dipstick $30;  

43-525 front brake switch $20;  94-083 rear stop switch $25;  68-007 indicator lens $18;  4 x 62-308 Saddle 

bag straps $60;  Steel Saddle bag plates pr $200;  51-010 Rear Master cylinder kit $40;  Rubbers to suit above 

$30;  01-254 ignition trigger gasket $5;  2 x 41-240 rear mc wire boots $8 ea;  2 x 900-902 inner headlight 

retainer rim $35;  900-025 dipstick $35;  Dipstick with temp gauge $30;  Rear rack ass with special grab rail 

excellent condition $300;  2003 muffler s/hand $170;  2003 Muffler hanger bracket $70;  2 x s/hand disc 

rotors. $50 ea;  Aardvark wide tyre rear chain conversion kit $400  and S/hand PP100 flywheel ass $50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Got something for the Trading Post ??   

Imagine your request appearing here.   

It is up to you. 

mailto:unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com
mailto:unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com


Let’s Support our loyal IIRA Supporters!   
click on an image to visit their web sites 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

To advertise in Smoke Signals 

simply email the IIRA Secretary at 

unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com  

http://www.classicstyle.com.au/
https://crazyhorsemoto.com.au/
https://www.unionjack.com.au/
https://www.shannons.com.au/insurance/motorcycle-insurance/
https://www.indianmotorcycle.com.au/
https://www.nrmotoco.com/indian-motorcycles
mailto:unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com
mailto:https://www.eurobrit.com.au/
http://www.antiquetyres.com.au
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