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Key Club Contacts 
Your Executive Committee 

President & Public Relations:  Mark Barthelmie markbarthelmie@hotmail.com 

Vice President    Phil Pilgrim  unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com 

Secretary    Phil Pilgrim  unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com  

Treasurer & Ride Coordinator  Peter Kime  pjkime@hotmail.com  

Machine Examiners/Red Plate  Richard Onyon  custombuild@bigpond.com  

     Phil Pilgrim  unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com 

     Mark Barthelmie markbarthelmie@hotmail.com  

Non-Executive Committee Members 

Membership Secretary   Andrew Ellis   chopper1@mail.com  

Rally Coordinator   Owen Jones  guzzimaster@hotmail.com  

Welfare Officer    Phil Nuske  pnuske@internode.on.net  

Immediate Past President  Donald McDonald  

National Section Representatives 

 Victoria    Phil Pilgrim  unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com 

 Tasmania   Steve York  blueyhvic@optusnet.com.au  

 South Australia   Murray Johnson kmbritbikes@internode.on.net  

Postal Address 

Iron Indian Riders Australia 

PO Box 1064 

Ivanhoe,   VIC   3079 

 

Web Site   http://ironindian.com.au/    

Smoke Signals Editor iirozeditor@gmail.com  

 

Monthly Meetings 

Victoria  To Be Advised  (more info in this edition) 

 

The Front Cover 

“Burt” Munro, an Indian legend, pictured with his new wife Florence Beryl Martyn, who he married in 1925 in New Zealand.  

Florence died in 2007 and was the first cousin, once removed of your “Smoke Signals” editor.  Motorcycle gloves at the 

wedding? 

Each edition of Smoke Signals will hopefully feature a photo of, or relating to, an Indian motorcycle or a detailed image of 

part thereof.     If you have a photo you would like to see on a future front cover, please email it to the editor of Smoke 

Signals along with a sentence or two telling its story. 
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A Message from your Outgoing President  

To all Members 

It is with deep regret that I inform you of my resignation from 

the position of President of our Melbourne chapter of Iron 

Indian Riders Association of Australia. 

Due to certain difficulties, I have faced over the last few 

months, I had to make the hard decision to sell my Indian 

which in turn, makes me ineligible to continue as your 

President, it has been my honour and privilege, to have worked 

with the fellow committee members ( Executive and Non 

Executive ) , and to have known all my fellow members socially, 

Ride safe and keep those Indians rumbling through this great 

country of ours 

Yours sincerely and with deepest regards  

Donald McDonald 

 

A Message From Your New President 

 

Hi Guys and Girls,  

 

As your departing VP and new President I wanted to extend an invitation to everyone to give me a ring 

0466 229 747 to discuss our future direction as a club. We welcome constructive criticism and all 

ideas to improve our club. Of course we appreciate not everyone has a lot of time to give and for some 

this is a vehicle just to get a red plate. Sadly if we don’t move forward this may not be an option for the 

future. So we all need to put a bit in to make this work for everyone. Ride suggestions and places to 

visit are always welcome.  

 

One of the things I am acutely aware of is a commitment to make sure this club is all inclusive with a 

grievance mechanism. There is one thing I wanted to specifically make some changes on, that’s is a 

specific inclusion of all paid up members.  I want to make sure no one is excluded for any reason at any 

time and it will be a commitment of mine to ensure something is entered into the constitution to 

prevent exclusion for any paid up member for any reason whatsoever.  

 

The season has been all over the place weather wise but I’ve still got plenty of rides in and I finally got 

my 48 Chief back on the road, which gave me a warm glow again. Gippsland really is god’s country for 

riding so I’m very happy I moved here away from plod, traffic lights and lots of cars. Now all I have to do 

is miss the milk tankers and logging trucks. Bear with us whilst we reorganise a few things, this make 

take a short while.  

 

Look forward to hearing from you  

 

Ride Safe ,   Mark 

 

  



   A Change of Direction Is Needed  
Over one hundred years ago when motorcycles were in their infancy motorcycle clubs were formed, in those 

days like the Freemasons and every other hobby from stamp collecting to pigeon fanciers all had a social and 

family event monthly to attend. Some clubs had clubhouses and even holiday houses for their members to go to 

Torquay, Apollo Bay, Dromana or the Dandenong ranges, these often had swimming pools and lots of other 

equipment to make members feel they were in a “family”.  

So all was good and members used to mow the lawns and maintain the clubhouses etc and time wasn’t limited 

as it is nowadays, the Great War hit the male population hard and post war these clubs became places for 

returning servicemen to share their experiences with each other motorcycle clubs boomed even during the 

depression these clubs were gaining membership and then WW11, things changed again people had more time 

and money Australia was on a boom and motorcycles were relatively affordable as were cars. 

Some of the prewar clubs folded like the Indian Club of Victoria others like the Harley Club turned into a 

competition club and others either adapted or ceased. In the seventies clubs altered again and the Vintage Club 

of Victoria with over 400 members, split forming the Classic Club of VICTORIA and the Pioneer Club as 

members needs demanded less rigid rules. Most clubs lost their clubhouses as the cost of rates and real estate 

exploded, they were forced to either rent halls or even hold meetings in pubs. 

The nineties were really causing pressure on social activities with family commitments being very important with 

parents working and weekends a critical time use use that precious time to spend with kids or elderly parents, 

motorcycles and clubs had become leisure vehicles and collectables, in fact people bought vehicles as status 

symbols!  

In 2011 the Iron Indian Motorcycle Club of Australia was formed as the IMCA changed their constitution so 

they no longer recognised any Indian made after 1953, so logically our constitution read “Indians of any era” we 

also had the advantage of associate members so you could have other brands of machinery participating if your 

Indian wasn’t going or you perhaps were looking to buy one, other one make clubs abhor such things. The IIRA 

had nearly 100 members in the first 3 years and 14 left to reform the Indian Club of WA so these things happen 

and we were sailing along till Covid-19. 

When this first hit before lockdowns all was fairly normal, then the lockdowns that caused people to reevaluate 

their whole lives and social activities as well memberships dropped and obviously so did activities in that time, 

Christmas Parties, Gypsy Tours, rallies, monthly runs and meetings all canned, memberships dropped and we 

weren’t the only ones affected. The Classic Club that used to pull 100 members to a meeting now get 30, rallies 

that attracted 80 members struggle to get 40 and membership has taken a substantial fall as well, car clubs with 

400 members are getting less than 6 turn up on a run! 

So when our meetings are well down on members turnout and we can’t get anyone to sit for committee 

positions, with a low turnout on Club runs it’s time to rethink a whole method that has worked over 120 years 

and now isn’t! 

Your current committee’s thoughts and strategies are listed below: 

To attract more committee members by changing our constitution to read that associate members can hold 

executive positions.   At the moment only full Indian owners can be in such executive roles.  This will be raised 

for amendment the special general meeting to be held mid April (see separate notice in this edition) , but in the 

meantime the secretary can hold extra seats such as the current vacant vice president position till our AGM. 

Next, monthly meetings to become quarterly, the same as monthly association runs, and 2 major rallies instead 

of our current 4 a year. So the Crazy Horse and the Sitting Bull rallies will survive, the Rain in the Face and the 

Teepee Rallies cancelled at this point in time unless interest increases.  

Other things like Association Rides to be short Sunday coffee meets say at the Calder BP or St Andrew’s pub 

where masses of cars and bikes meet on Sunday mornings. This works with lots of other groups and the 

majority don’t want to a long a ride , max 250 klm 



Our quarterly meetings need a revision as well to be held in maybe a hall and not catered as in a pub situation as 

most other clubs do, no noisy pubs with unreliable meals or sharing with screaming kids. A suggestion that the 

meetings are announced in e- mag Smoke Signals at least a fortnight before and of course the quarterly ride the 

following Sunday announced in the calendar at the same time seems logical as well. 

If these changes work then great, perhaps we have been offering to much and if these events are limited it may 

create more interest, what do you think, we are blazing a new path and we need your help, if things are changing 

then so can we. 

Your Secretary and acting Vice President 

Phil Pilgrim 

============================================================== 

Notice Of Special General Meeting 
Of Members of The Iron Indian Riders Association of Australia Inc. 

 Commencing at 4-30 AM Thursday April 20 2023 at rear, 3 Edwards Court, IVANHOE,  Victoria 

 

The SOLE purpose of this SGM is to vote to make the necessary changes to our constitution that will empower our new 

president, in his words, “to make sure no one is excluded for any reason at any time and it will be a commitment of 

mine to ensure something is entered into the constitution to prevent exclusion for any paid up member for any reason 

whatsoever”. 

 

Given the location and time of meeting, all Members are strongly encouraged to appoint Phil Pilgrim 

as their proxy, who will exercise votes, as you direct,  on your behalf. 

 

Currently Section 14 of the constitution is as follows: 

 

14 Associate members 

(1) Associate members of the Association include— 

(a) any members under the age of 18 years; and 

(b) any members other than Life Members who ARE NOT the owner of a Club Eligible 

Motorcycle; and 

(c) any other category of member as determined by special resolution at a general 

meeting. 

(2) An associate member must not vote and cannot hold the committee position of President, 

Vic President, Secretary, Treasurer or Machine Examiner/Safety Officer but may have 

other rights as determined by the Committee or by resolution at a general meeting. 

 

The SOLE purpose of the SGM is to vote to change it, through the deletion of parts (1) (b) and also (2), with the 

revised section 14 to read 

 

14 Associate members 

(1) Associate members of the Association include any members under the age of 18 years; and — 

(2) Any other category of member as determined by special resolution at a general meeting. 

 

 

The proxy form is a separate document that you can complete and send online.  The link is in the 

email that you downloaded this edition from.   Your proxy form must reach your secretary no 

later than March 31st.   Why not do it now? 

 



Herbert (Bert) James Munro 

Indian Legend and an IIRA Connection! 

When Herbert James (Burt) Munro and his twin sister Baby were born on, on March 25, 1899, in Edendale, a 

small town in the Southland region of New Zealand.  their father, William, was 28, and their mother, Lily, was 

23.  He was one of six children born to a farming family. Munro's father was a farmer and his mother was a 

homemaker. 

In 1925 in New Zealand he married Florence Beryl Martyn, the first cousin, once removed of the “Smoke 

Signals” editor..  They had three children together.  He died on 6 January 1978 in Waikiwi, Southland, at the age 

of 78, and was buried in Invercargill, Southland. 

 

 

Munro grew up on the family farm and showed an early interest in machinery and engineering. He was 

particularly fascinated by motorcycles, and he began building his own bikes as a teenager.  It is clear that his 

upbringing on a rural farm instilled in him a strong work ethic and a sense of self-sufficiency that served him 

well throughout his life. 

He was a legendary motorcycle racer and inventor who famously set land speed records on his highly modified 

Indian Scout motorcycle. Munro was known for his innovative engine modifications, including his unique piston 

design. 

Munro designed his own pistons for his Indian Scout motorcycle, which were hand-carved from his home-made 

aluminium castings. The design of Munro's pistons was based on his own calculations and experiments, and he 

made numerous modifications to the shape and size of the piston until he found the perfect design for his bike. 



One of the key features of Munro's piston design was the use of a hemispherical combustion chamber, which 

allowed for more efficient combustion and increased power output. Munro also used larger-than-normal valves 

and porting to improve the flow of air and fuel through the engine. 

Munro's innovative piston design helped him set numerous land speed records on his Indian Scout motorcycle, 

including a top speed of over 200 mph on the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah. Munro's legacy as a motorcycle 

racing pioneer and inventor continues to inspire enthusiasts around the world today. 

 

 

Munro first travelled to the Bonneville Salt Flats in 1962, but he was unable to set a record due to mechanical 

problems with his bike. He returned to the salt flats several times over the next few years, making improvements 

to his motorcycle each time.  His most famous record was set on August 26, 1967, when he reached a top speed 

of 183.586 mph (295.453 km/h) on the Bonneville Salt Flats in Utah. This record still stands in the Class S 

(Special Construction) 1000cc category. 

Munro's record-setting run in 1967 was the culmination of years of hard work and determination. His 

achievement was all the more remarkable given that he was in his late 60s at the time and had limited financial 

resources. 

Despite never having formal training as a mechanic or engineer, Munro's passion for motorcycles and his innate 

mechanical ability allowed him to develop his own unique approach to engine design and modification. His 

legacy as a racing pioneer and inventor continues to inspire motorcycle enthusiasts around the world today. 

Additional information about Bert history may be found through this link https://www.ancestry.com.au/family-

tree/person/tree/186979647/person/232465152468/story  
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Product Review 

THE KELLY KETTLE  https://kellykettle.com.au/  
Ever since someone helped themselves to my charming little spirit stove, I have been searching for a 

replacement. I should have done my research long ago and since then have been using a Camping Gaz stove 

found in a charity shop, or have lit campfires.   The latter is not always popular as people become ever more 

paranoid about the dangers of open campfires and I must agree as I recall one occasion when I could so easily 

have set fire to an entire continent due to the combustible nature and widespread covering of eucalyptus leaves 

in a particularly dry area on the 427km Strzelecki Track in South Australia.   

I had heard of a type of portable camping stove which uses natural materials to heat water in a flash and, on 

asking around, discovered there was a device called the Kelly Kettle, supplied by a fourth generation Irish 

Company.  

My first impression was that it is bigger than I had envisioned and when compared with my Camping Gaz stove, it 

would seem prohibitively bulky for the sort of basic motorcycling I do.  

Then I considered the spare Camping Gaz cylinder that must 

always be carried.  A recent trip where I was left for two days 

with no stove for my morning cuppa taught me never to be 

without a spare. 

 The Kelly Kettle pan and handle  which come with the stove  

double as a mug so I needn’t  carry my usual one, thus  

saving a bit of space. Dry fuel can even be stored inside the 

stove’s chimney, so all things considered, it doesn’t take    up 

that much more room on the bike.  I read the instructions, 

watched the delightfully instructive video on the Kelly Kettle 

website www.  kellykettle.com and several YouTube films of 

people using anything including camel dung to light their 

kettles all over the world, and off we went.    

 The stove consists of a fire base into which the selected fuel 

is put. Then the double walled chimney, which also forms the 

water-chamber is put on top and the fuel lit.  I decided to start 

the test with some dry newspaper and within three minutes, 

enough water for two mugs of tea was boiling.  As the 

experiment took place on a sunny, dry beach I decided to try 

the next time with some dry seaweed which was not a 

success as    the seaweed would not ignite.  The chosen fuel 

must be very dry and does not need to supply embers so the 

less dense the better.  Bracken worked well but I got the best 

results on the beach from some dead, dry grass. Anything that 

flares up does the best job of heating the water which boils 

surprisingly quickly.  Additional fuel can be dropped down the chimney as required. Don’t overfill the chamber or 

the boiling water will put the fire out!    

When you have your hot, steaming cuppa, the fire base will then cook food placed on the supplied grill and there 

is even a fitting which will hold the lidded pan over the flames whilst the water is boiling.  So as you warm your 

baked beans the water for your tea is heating up at the same time!   

The kettle comes in different sizes, the one I chose being the smallest at the moment. I would welcome a smaller 

version and the manufacturers tell me there are some more models shortly to be available.  

 

 

 

https://kellykettle.com.au/


 

 

 

The second is a Hobo stove attachment for easy cooking on the 

firebase.  There is nothing else like it in Oz at the moment so get your 

bike packed with a tent and one of these, enjoy the rest of the summer 

and never  be without a hot drink again.   

See the video here  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMCR-ie9H_w  

 

=================================================================== 

IIRA Committee Elections 2023 
 

 

By the time you receive the next edition of Smoke Signals the AGM on (July 25, 2023) 

will be near and that includes election of your committee.  This is your opportunity to 

make a positive contribution to your club.  

Every committee role will be declared vacant, so start thinking now as to how you can be 

involved.  Please, no wilting violets because with no one standing for vacant roles the 

club will cease to exist – Do You want to be responsible for that? 

Further AGM information and nomination forms will be emailed out after the Special 

General Meeting (see details in this edition). 

================================================== 

IIRA AGM, 2023, will be held on July 25 at a 
time and place to be advised  

Please update your diary now. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TMCR-ie9H_w


Spannering – Tales from the workshop 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

Who is this hoon?   (sorry, no prize) 

 



Future IIRA Seasons’ Events – update your diary now 

When What Where 
Autumn 23 (Mar- May)   

         Mar 28 Club Meeting Cross Keys Hotel 

         Apr 2 Club day Ride See web site 

        Apr 20 Special General Meeting  4-30 AM @ Ivanhoe 

         Apr 25 Club Meeting TBA 

         May 7 Club Day Ride See web site 

          May 30 Club Meeting TBA 

Winter 23 (Jun-Aug)   

         Jun 4 Club Day Ride See web site 

         Jun 27 Club Meeting TBA 

          July 25 Annual General Meeting TBA 

         Aug 6 Club Day Ride See web site 

         Aug 29 Club Meeting TBA 

Spring 23 (Sep-Nov)   

         Sep  TBA Crazy Horse Rally TBA 

         Sept 26 Club Meeting TBA 

         Oct 1 Club Day Ride See web site 

         Oct 31 Club Meeting TBA 

        Nov 5 Day Ride See web site 

         Nov 28 General Meeting TBA 

         Dec 5 Day Ride See web site 

 

 



In The Rear View Mirror – an item from the past .. 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 



If you have anything that you want to buy, swap or sell you can now do so, free of cost, in the Trading Post 

page(s) of Smoke Signals.  All you need do is send a email to the editor with the text of your advertisment along 

with any photo(s).  There will be no editorial or corrections – what you send is what will be published.  Your club 

cannot accept any responsibility for anything to do with the items advertised – that’s a buyer/seller matter.   

For Sale 

 

1923 INDIAN WALL OF DEATH 

REPLICA 600CC STRIPPED 

DOWN SCOUT IT EVEN HAS 

THE TANK PAD TO ALLOW YOU 

TO TAKE YOUR GILRFRIEND 

(OR BOYFRIEND) FOR A RIDE 

ON THE TANK,  a mere 

A$32,950   

SUPER PIECE OF HISTORY AND 

A GREAT CONVERSATION PIECE 

RING MARK ON 0466 229 747 

LOCATION WARRAGUL 

VICTORIA  

 

 

 

 

 

ALSO For Sale 

INDIAN HENDEE COFFEE MUGS BE THE COOLEST CAT IN TOWN WITH 

THESE SUPER INDIAN MUGS $25 EACH PLUS POST  ($12.95) (THERE 

MAYBE 1 OR 2 WARBONNET ONE AND INDIAN SCRIPT BUT MOST ARE 

THE HENDEE DESIGN , 

 

Again, Contact Mark 

 

 



 

Let’s Support our loyal IIRA Supporters!   
click on an image to visit their web sites 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To advertise in Smoke Signals simply email the 

IIRA Secretary at 

unionjackmotorcycles@gmail.com  
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